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The 2016 Dakar Declaration on Open Science in Africa called for urgent action by institutions and governments 
for open access in order to better Science in Africa. Two years later, the continent is making strides in this 
direction.

In this lecture Professor Ismail Serageldin – Advocate for Open Science in Africa, Founding Director of the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina in Egypt and Former Vice-President of the World Bank – will share his insights and 
explore the case for the combined power of scholarly information in the service of the public good in Africa.

About the Speaker:
Professor Ismail Serageldin: Prof Ismail Serageldin began 
his career as an economist, delving into a range of fields and 
disciplines, including environment and ecology, water, agriculture, 
philosophy, humanities, and the sciences. He holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Engineering from Cairo University and a Master’s 
degree and a PhD from Harvard University and has received 38 
honorary doctorates in fields as diverse as sociology, agriculture, 
international affairs, science, economics, laws, and arts, among 
others. He was a Distinguished Professor at Wageningen University 
and at the College de France.
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